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L etters of Publication, of a Commilſsion ancent the Securi- 
ry ofthe PEACE of the HIGH-LANDS. 


H ARLES, tethe Grace of G OD, King of Great-Britainz France, and Ireland, De- 
teade? of the Saich; To Macers ut Oar 
Privs Coorgil, of A: {{engers at Arms, Oar Stecifts in thar part, conjurdly and ſeve- 
raliy. ſpecially Conficute, Greeting : Foraſmuch, as We haviiig for the ſecurity cf the 
Pexcs of the Higkh-Lands , emited teveral Aﬀtz and Orders , and particolarly, oranted a 
Cunmition of luiticiary, with leveral Powers thereinmantiored; whereof tbe Tenur 

| follows: CHARLES by tlie Grace of G OD, King of Great Britam, France, avd 

Ireland, D*fender of the Faith; Toa.iandſunJry, Onr loving anc god *nbjets, to whom theſe Pree 

ſents ſhall come, Greeting: Foralwuch, as the guiering of che Hyb lane and J/i2z, and the Dacitull 

and Peaceable Carriage, and Depottmenr of the Inhsbitanes within che ſame, 14.0. "eat concernment, 
not only as tothe Peace and Interett of che Shires and Bounds where they live, bing 2 large ant confle 

Cerable pare of Qur ancient Kingdom of Scotland ; Hut alſo of the Neighnou+ing a2d adjecent Countries 

and Shires. which ly open, and are ſu>ject v0 che Tzcurfions, Depredatiors, anc rhe barb vous crgeiey 

and oppteſion of Dhieves, Sorners and Broken-men, when the High: /ands are in diturder ; and upon the 
confideration aforeſaid, Wes and Our Royal! Anceſtors, have breu mott cacetul io pref eve, +nd ſecure 
the Quiet a1d Peace of the ſaid Highslands and /ſles, andin order thereto, from ti.ne go time, with 

Advice of the Eitates of Parhaments and of rheir Privy Council, have made aid emiced divers $6; #% 

Laws, Stornter, &ts of Parliaments and Council. Proclamations and Orders , yet itanding in full Fa': 7 , 

neverths!eſs the Inhabitants and Eruken-men, within the High-lands and Iſles, being invred and ac '- 

cowed coliberry and icenticuſaeſs, apon eccatiun of the late Crouvles, and by reaſon, that during ze 
ſung, the aids Laws hzvs noc been of 174d, and pat in ex:cution, do fill preſame to Sgrn, Sreal, and 

Oppreſs, and to commit orher /nſo'cnscs and Diſorders; andeſpecially within the Shrres of Caithneſs, 

Satherland, Roſs, Invirneſs, Cromarty, Nas, Elgm, Banff «Aberdeen, K incaraine, Forfar, Pearth, St-4- 
elimg, Dambartoun, Argile and Tarot, and other ad; acunt $hiresz tO the bigh curtempt of Our Auto. 

rity, and to the 2*02: nu:e, prejudice and diſcouragsment of Our gaod and p*:ceable People and Sub. 

jets: Therefore We being carefol to p: ovide for the Good, Eſtace. Securicy, Peace and Quietneſs of 

Que ſaid gord Subj: ts : As aifo, to reprels ſuch offenders, in due courſe of Law ; and putriog fiagular 

Truſt and Confidence in the care and circumſpetion of the Perions after-mentioned, for the Po:1jthe 

met and Prevention of any of the Offences.aforeſaid. already commicted, orto be commicced here. 

after. Do therefore grant tull Power, Anthoricy and Commiſſion, exprefs bidding a1d Charge ro Oar 

Offi-ers of State, for the time being ; as alſo, to che Perſons afrernamed, vi7. Smclar of Dumbeath, 

Snler of May, Robert Gordon younger of Gordonſtoun, Sir George Monro, Robert Gray of Skibo, Capioin 

William Mccay. Roſs of Belnagoun. Sir Alexander Mckenzie of Covl, Mcken7ie of Red-caftle, Sir 

Rodoruk Mcken7ie of Findon. Hugh FraJer younger of Belladrum, 7emes Frazer of Anchnagaig, 

 Memtioſh of chat ilk. Lodovick Grant of that Ilk, Mcdonala of Glengarie, Sir Ewing (ameron of Lochyell, 

Baillie ro the Marqueſs of Huntly, Heftor Mecline of Torloyth, Alexander Chiſho/me Sheriii Depart 
of Inverneſs. Willians /r:nto(h of Borlum, HMemtoſh of Killuefþ:k, Sir Robert Innes of Kinerminie, 

Alexander Innes of Cockitoun, Alexander Cuming of Logy. Tulloch of Tanachie. Roſs Of XKil- 

ravock Sir George Gordon of Edinglaſſie, Patrick Grant of Elfhies, Alexander Duff younger of Braco, 

Fames Anderſon y« unger of Weſtertown, Toby Gordon of Knokefpek Francis Gainden of Midſtrath, 

Farquharſon of FinFean, Robert Roſs of Anchloſſan, Andrew Fraſer of Kinwundy, Toby Gordon of Braichlie, 

Sir lobs Forbes of Craigivar, Fame: Gordon younger of Leſmore, Adam Gordon of Glenbuket, Alexander 

B-nnerman ot Elſi,h, Sit Alexander Falcontr of Glenfarqubar, Alexander Carnegy Sheriff Depare of For- 


far, Sir David Oyiley cf {lova, Ogilvie of Pitmmir, Carnegy of Balnamoon, Lindſay of 
Eagel, James Ramſay of Bamff, lobn Drummond Skeriff Depat of Monteith, Lintennent General W:l1as 
Drummond of (romlix, Sit Stewart of Gairntullie, Sir John Stirling of Keir, Sir James Cambel of 


Lawers, Sir Patrick Murray of Auchtertyre, Sir John Drummond of JMachanie, Iohn Drummond Stewart 
Deput of Stratheru, James Graham of Orchyel, Mungo Halden of Glenegies, Patrick Stewart of Ballechgn, 
Menz:esyounger of Weem, Alexander Robertſon of Strowan,. Andrew Spaiding of Aſhintulie, 

Colquhoun ot Luſs Ibn Graham of Killane, lobn Graham of Dowgalſtonn, Iobn Buchannan of Arapryor, 
Buchanan of Drumakil, Hchkean of Kinſheal, Menaughton of that IIk, Stewart and 
Totor of Appine, eMcallafter of Tarbot, ConjurAly and ſeverally, to perſve, follow, take, appre- 
hend, impriſon, and preſent co luſtice, all Perſons within the ſaid Shires, guilty, or ſaſpected to be geil- 
ty of Thift, rcflee of Thife, Robberies, Depredations, Sorning, exacting of Black-meal, Commuaniog 
with Incercommaned Perſons, Harbouring and Reſſerting of Out. laws and Fogitives, hounding out or 
ratihabi-ing Thieves, Robberr, MAnrderers, Sorners, or others, guilty of the foreſaid Crimes ; and in caſe 
the ſzids Perſons c#anot be apprehended, and preſented eo Iuftice, We do give Warrand to Our ſaids 
Com'mif** ner; gr any one, ct two of them, to iſſue forth Preceprs, dire to Sher:ff-Officers , Stewart, 
or Baz Offcit\ Meajore, or Conftablgs, to Chargy them io compegr bejore poly Lammiſſpners, 
' orany three of them, atthe next luttice-conrt, to be balden by thegp, iq fnanner nentgioned; and 
wherethere are nor already, a ſafticieng'namber af Sheriff, a2 Dobor Dffers with Power co the ſaid 
Commiſſioners? ro appoint Offiiialsio all High-land Pariſhes; which Officials, are to have the ſame 
Powers, given Conftable: by the AG of Parliament, inthe year 1661, and who are to give an accogne 
on all occaſions, to the next adjacent Commiſſioners, and to cite Perſons before them, as Preceprg 


ſhall be dire&ed corhem by the {aids Commiſſioners: azalſo, with Power to Our ſaids Commiſhoners, 
or 


| 


or any one, or Wo ofthem, tocavſe cite before them, all Perſons within the faids bounds, male fame, 
and ſuſpeed of Thefr. or of correſponding with Thjeves, that they may be rryed by an vily ze, and be 
either purged by an Aſſyze, or Impriſoned, votilebey find ſufficient Camion; Ard de declare, thae 
a Citation ro be ſed at the Paroch Kirk, and Mercat {roſs of the He2d burgh of the Shire, where they 
have moſt frequenely haunted, againſt che ſaids Thieves, their Reflertcers, and others goilcy of the Crimes 
aforeſaid : to compear before OQur ſaids Commiſhovers, who havenodweliing-houſes, ſhall be as (uffi> 
cient as if cbey were perſonaily Charged, in regard of the nncertainty of chei: Reſidence, and difficuiry 
of acceis to them; and where they haye places uf Refidence, they are to beciced perſonally, or at cheit 
Dwelling-touſes, ard Marcet Croſs of the Head Burgh of the Sh:re where they dwell, wich Power ta 
Our ſaids Commiſſioners, or any three of them, which is declaced to be a quorum, to zffiv and hoid 
Iaftice Courts, at ſuch times and places as they ſhall chiok moſt fit, and expedient ro Creace Fiſ-als 

Serjeants, Dempſter, ard allother Members of Conrt needful, except Clerks, who are to be 7prun ied 
by the 7uſtice-Clerk, wherein if he failzie, Our ſaids Commitſhoners, or their quorum, are i:opowre* to 
choiſe cheir own ( /erks ; with power to Our ſaids Commiſhoners, or their quorum, co cice Wicreiles, 
zocall perſons to paſs upon Tnquetts, ont of any fix Paroches adjacent to the place woere 3bey nul ther 
Court; abſene Wienefles and Affizers, eo Unlaw, and amerciat the Unlaws and Aimercim-::' +, to optics 
and execate, co be applyed by Our ſaids Commiſſioners, for defraying ſome part of che Experſes and 


Fees of the Commiſſioners and Members of Court, and in the aids Courts, cocall the p2rions, either 


cited and not impriſoned, orimpriſoned as guilry, of ſaſpeQed to be guilty of the fore! id: Crimes, or 
any of them; And to declare ſoch as are abſent, Fugitives trom Our Laws, ard to ifflue to!th thei: Pree 
cex s, for Denourcing them Our Rebels, and puctir'g them ce Oar Horn ; andordaining all cheic Move- 
ak oodi tobe Eſcheat, and in-broughe to Our ule, for their conceaipe and diſobedicrce ; ard fech 
av 'compear, or be brought before them as Priſoners, to put chem to tryal, and the knowledge of 
an $29, and according as they ſhall be found Inr.ocent or Guilty, chat they cauſe lattice be done von 
the - conform tothe Laws and eAs of Parliament. of Our ſaid Realm, providing alwayes, that waen 
any Landed-man is cited, ot brought before Oar ſaids Commithoners, a5 guilry, or {uſpeA=5 ro be guil- 
ey of theſaid Crime of Theft or rei{:t of Thefe, if ke compear ard be pu: toche knowtedge of 2n & queſt, 
Onc aids Commiſſioners, before pronouncing of Sentence, ſhall be ob'iedged eo report t 32 Srace of the 
_ Privy Council,that they may give fuch DireQion therein aschey ſhall rhi: k fc, bur if they 
compear not and bo declared Fugitives, that their Moveables ſhall be izcermerted with, ac. Efcheared 
as other Fugitives, Anddo hereby give Power and Commiſſion to One Commiſhoners, in the reſpiC- 
tive Shires aforeſaid, to intromet with, receive and uplift che E cheat Goods of ſeoch as fhaltb= d:c.zred 
Fugitives, inthe ſaid reſpeQive Sbires ; tbe two parts whereot are to be »pplycd for defrayieg ihe Exe 
nſes of Our Commiſſioners and Members of Court, inthe Exec vtion of Our (41d ow mMorg, and 
a third part thereof ro bepayedro Us; With Power to them to nominat and sppuine Collefturs, for up- 
lifting of rhe ſame, for whom Or ſaids Commiſſioners ſhall be anſwerable, chatchey (hall in-Ke count 
reckoning, and payment of Oar ſaid third part. And do ordain Onr ſaids Commiſhoners, living within 
the Shires of Carthneſs and Sutherland: ltem, theſe living within Roſs, Inverneſs, Cromartie. N arrne, 2nd 
Elgin; Thoſe within Bawff, eAberdeen, Kincardine and Forfar ; And thoſe livir g wichin Pearih Strrve- 
ling, Dumbartous and Argile, to theet at leaſt twice inche year, 917. once upon the ſecond Tweſoay of 
Oftober, and once vpon the firft Tueſday of [une yearly : and that the place of meeting of Our Cuinmii- 
fioners of the ſaid Shire of Sutherland and Carthneſs, theſe two dzyes be at Lochnaver : The place for Roſs, 
Inverneſs, Nairne, Elgine and Cromarty, at the head of Lockneſs , The place for the Commiſhoners of 
Bamff Aberdeen, Kmcardine, and Forfar, at Kincardin of N cl; The placetor ths Commiſſioners of Pearthy 
Striveling, Dumbartoun and Argile, cob atthe Kitk of Balqubiader At which places, and tin<s, (or 
ſaids Commiſſioners ſhall be obliedged ro tay and keep together, at the lealt for che pace of evo dayes, 
for doing of iuftice ; without prejudice to theſe Comwiſſoners, to meer ofrener, or any thrae of them, 
to meet at any other timeand place they ſhallebink meet for holding of Coarcs: Or torche Commiſito- 
nerg of any Shire, to meer with the Commiſſioners of any orher Shire, asthey ſhall think expedient: And 
with Power to Our ſaids Commiffioners, or any one, or moreof them, incaſe of Convocations, or open 
Depredations, co call andrequire Oar Leidges totheir Afhitance, and give Warrant to purſaz any Fu- 
gitives, to any place within the ſaid Shires, for apprehending them, and preſenting them eoluſtice: As 
alſo, to require all Sheriffs, Stewarts, BailJies of Royalties, Regalities, and Barronies, to be aiding and afſilte 
ing to them therein, as chey ſhall be required by Our ſaids Commitlſioners, or any one or more of them, 
for apprebending Fogitives, and reſcoing and recovering Goods, taken by Herſhips end Depredations, 
wherein they are notto feil, as they will be anſwereable upon their Duties and Offices : And che ſaids She- 
riffs, and other Iudges Ordinary, are ordained, not only to give Concarrence and Aid to Our {aids Com- 
miſfioners, as they ſall bo required; but eo afford them Priſen Houſes in Burght, and {ourt- Houſes for 
keeping their Meetings, And upon all occafions, the faids Sheriffs and MMagiſtrats of Burght-Royal, ars 
heteby ordained to receive any Priſoners ſent to them by Our ſaids Commiſſiuoers, or z0y one, GT More 
of chem, with a Mittimus under their band, forthat effe&, and eo keep and detainchem into ſure P:i'on, 
untill they be brought to a Legal Tyal, or diſmiſſed by Order of any three ofthe Commiſhoners, in Writ, 
And the Commiſſioners of the ſeveral $hirer, ſhall be obliedged to givetheirconcartence, wher they ſhall 
be required, by any one of the Commiſſtoners, againit any Perſon who is Condemned,or + clared Fugitive 
by any 2«orum of their nomber, Andiftbey ſhall happento flie, or of all the foreſaid Shires ; They are 
to acquaint the Indges Ordinary of the Shire, to which they flic, who are hereby Ordainedeo apprehend. 
or purſue them out of their Toriſdiction. Andtotheeffpdt, ſach Tranſgreſſors may be not riovſly knowns 
The Commiſſioners who declare any Fugitive, ſhall make intimation of their Names, a1. Deſignations; 
; =” £0 


1 


to the Sheriffs of the next $djacent Shures of the Place, where ſach a Comels holden, andthe Sheriffs are 
to cavſe [neunate che ſame ar cheParoch Churches within their ReſpeQive luriſdictions, That no Ferfon 
preſum to Reſler, Supply, or Harboaurchem, Anddo bereby appoint, That the Clerks of the ReſpeRive 
- Conrts, ſhall gizz «cconntsto the Clerks of Onr Privy Council, whac Perſonsare Condemned, what Fines 
arcimpoſed, what Perfons ere declared Fogitives, what Eſchoacs are fallen, andehe Valuethereof: And 
tha: exiſcin che Year, y:7. Qncein the Mooeth of Arya, and onceinthe Moneth of December, That 
Oar Privy Conncil may Kyow the Condition of theſe Shires, and whar diligence Oar ſaids Commiſſionez 
aſe, i te Proſecution of Our ſzid Commiſſion, vpon (tealling of any mans Goods, and Addreſſes =—_ 
by ehe Paris L7jored; of any intaeir Name, tv Oar,ſaids Commiſſioners, or any one of them, for afſil- 
tance, to Diſcover, of Recover the Goods; Each Commiſſioner, co whom,the Addrefle ſhall be made . 
ſhi!l >e oblerdged ro give bis Aﬀiftance within ewenty mylnes of the Commiſſioners Hoaſe, Andall He- 
7ILOTS are required ro obey Oor ſaids Commiſſioners, 1n giving ſach Aſfittance. And for making diftinc- 
tion betwix: Peaceable and Honeſt Men, and Thieves and Broken Perfons; NoPerſan living within ary 
par? of the Higb-lands, of the ſaid Shires, areto bring any (owes, or Horſes to any Mercats, without a 
T«{tificate in Writ, from « Landed Man, bearing the Nember, and Deſignation of the Beatts, the name, 


and piace of retidence of the Merchand, and attelting, that they are leilie come, underth | 
and Cor:fiication thereof, as ftollen Goods, And if ſach Teſtificats ſhall be granted, an ward 
it ſhail be tound, that any of the ſaids Beaſts have been ſtollen;, ghe Landed Man Atreſter ſhall be lyable, 
as if he were guilty : In ſo far as may be extended, toRefticacion and Damnage, of what the Law pro 
vides, wichoue any favoar, And Matters, and Magiſtrats, who have power of Mercats, and Clerks s ; 
y Mercats, till the Seller deliver in $6 


are diſcharged to permit any Beafts, to be ſold, or bought, atan 
them his ſaid Te&ificate, with Certification, That the Magiſtrate, Maſter, or Cletk.of the Mercar (hall 


be lyable for any Beaſts, ſo ſold, and whereof the Clerk Keeps not the Certificats aforeſai I, av if they 
were Art ard Pareof rhe Thiefe themſelves, Anditis hereby declared, That it wkolfc 
any Perfon inthe High-lands, to travel with Fire-armes, the dittance of Sohn jb # wah 
place of their refidence, withour a Paſs ander the hand of ſome Landed Myiy,, Deari 
Perſon, the Place of his Refidence, and the Place to which he is co Travel; thy 
which is ro.bear a particalar Date, and is 80 continue only for that Tour by, wich;po! © ' Taic 
Commiſſioners, or «ny one of them, or any having rheir warrand, to S$eiz upon, Apprebend, and Imp 
ſon all ſuck Perſons wanting Paſles, as aforeſaid : as Thieves, Sorners, and Vagabonds , till 


Caution, for their g22d behavionr, and Anſwer to any accuſation, that can be brooughe againſt them. tis 


likewiſe, berevy declared, That ehis Our Commithon, is, and ſhall be nowayes prejudicial rothe Right, 
may Pipe 


ar:d toriſtiion of Sheriffs, Stewarts, and Baillies of Regalities, who, notwithſtanding : 
ceed 2g:init Perſons guiicy of Thife, Reſet of Thift, and of other Crymes aforeſaid, in the ſame w s and 
manner as they were in.aſe ro do formerly, conform to the Laws, if theybe firft Attarchers,and al | 
vert Our ſeide Commiſſioners in diligence. And this Our Commitfton-is t& contiaiwe;) and end "9, 
. and 8n:ili We ſhall chigk fit torecall ie, by a Writ under Oar great, or Privy Seals,  ' 
Given at Our ((onrt W Whiteball, tbe fourth of luly, 1682. Andof Our Rign the thirtieth and fourth Year; 
And to the effeQ che ſaid Commiſſion may be made publick, and known to the ſaids Commiſſioner 
and all other Perſons concerned, We, with advice of Oar Privy Connc|l, have thooghefir, That PIE 
Leteers of Pablication, ſhomld be paſt and Publiſhed in manner nnderwrieten, And Io regpadle $ , vid 
Principal Commiſſion ander Our great Seal cannot be convenienely prodaced, in the F-Pl Lobo 
and Meetings of the Commiſſioners; We have thooght fir, That the Principal Commiſſien ſhall remain 
in the hands, caftody and Keeping of Our Chencellowr; And hereby Ordain, and Appoine, That a Prinzed 
Copy thereof, Signed ander the hand of the Clerk of Coancil, and underthe Conncil Signet, ſhall be as 
fofficient a warrand for the ſaids Commiſſioners to meet, as if the Principal Commitfion under the great 
itis hereby ſpecially 


Seal were produced at their meetings, to all [ntents and Purpoſes, An 
That conform tothe lare At? of Parliament, the ſaids Commiſioners, and their Clerks, andother Mem- 


ers of Court, ſhall ac their firtt meetings, at the leaft, before they 42 in that capacity, takeand fign the 
ook Clerks ofOur ode 


Tet, che Extracts whereof; the Clerks in the ReſpeQive Courts, are roſend in | 
cil with all convenient diligence, atthe leaſt, within che ſpace of faurty daye after taking thereof. OUR 


WILL IS HERE FORE, and Wocbarge you ftrickly, and: Command, A.CC 
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